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She did not long survive the tragedies which
had been imposed upon her, and which she had
borne with such steadfast courage. She died
in January, 1536, too early to see the fall and
disgrace of her rival, Anne Boleyn; and almost
her last act was a letter still full of passionate
love written to the King, who had not allowed
her so much as to see him for now more than six
years. It was then she wrote the famous phrase,
" The desire of my eyes is to see you again/'
But the man had damned himself.
They buried her in Peterborough Cathedral,
not putting over her one of those great and
splendid tombs of the Renaissance, such as all
her high kindred had throughout the West,
but a plain slab of black stone on which there
was not even an inscription till modern times.
One may meditate with some profit on that
simple and ignominious piece of masonry, the
poor tomb of so good a woman who stood at
the origin of such great and disastrous things.
It was widely believed, and on good authority,
that her rival had caused her to be poisoned.
It is equally probable, perhaps more probable,
that she died a natural death; for we know from
the autopsy that there was a small growth upon
her heart which may have been cancerous.
She died, as her daughter Mary was to die
many years later, hearing Mass, the Mass